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Alumni Spotlight
the agribusiness, food and beverage, and winery industries.
He is chair of the Friends of WSU Agricultural and Resource
Economics Advisory Committee. As an undergraduate in the
department, Carmi was president of the Agribusiness Club.
She received an MS in agricultural economics from Purdue
University. Carmi worked as an economist for the USDA’s
Foreign Agricultural Service until joining Oregon State
University at its Food Innovation Center in Portland. Carmi
provided invaluable design and technical advice for the
department’s alumni survey conducted last year. Carmi and
Jess have one son, Jonah.
Monte (BS 1980, MA 1984) and Carole Marti (BS 1980
(Bus Admin), MA 1982) work for Verizon Northwest in
Everett, Washington. Monte is a Wholesale Services Industry
Manager, and Carole is a Network Engineering and Planning
Manager. Carole and Monte have 2 sons, ages 10 and 14.
Their older son, Stephen, raised $4,000 to sponsor his trip
to Europe last summer to play in an international soccer
tournament in Holland. He plays premier-level soccer in
Everett. Monte coaches their 10-year old’s U-11 soccer team in
Lake Stevens. Monte continues to volunteer 20-40 hours per
month with the Snohomish Conservation District, working
with the Board of Supervisors, legislators, local farmers, and
various contacts in the community on issues important to
agriculture and natural resources in Washington. He is also
the Secretary/Treasurer for the Washington Association of
Conservation Districts (WACD), and is a member of the
WACD Plant Material Center board. Besides coaching soccer,
he also coaches basketball and baseball. Carole is active in
Cub Scouts, as well as soccer and church activities.
Scott Schwisow (BS 1986) is a third-generation Cougar
with an Eastern Washington farming background. Scott
interned with the Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) after
his junior year. The valuable experience he gained in
different types of software led him to a position at Accenture
(formerly Andersen Consulting) after graduation. Scott spent
several years in financial software consulting and project
management with Andersen Consulting and Epicor Software
Corporation. In 1996, he joined the corporate expense
management company, Concur Technologies, Inc., based in
Redmond, Washington, and now serves as its Vice President
of ASP Operations.

Join us for the
2nd Annual Alumni Weekend!

The Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics will be hosting
its 2nd Annual Alumni Weekend as the Washington State University Cougars battle the
University of New Mexico, September 20, 2003. Organized by the Friends of the Department
and the Social Committee, events will include golf, barbeque, and football game.
Check the departmental web site (www.arec.wsu.edu) and click on 2nd Annual Alumni
Weekend for additional details and housing options.
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Faculty Honors
Phil Wandschneider and Tom Wahl were promoted
to Professor, and Holly Wang was promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure.
Ken Casavant and Doug Young were chosen as two of
the three inaugural Distinguished Scholars of the Western
Agricultural Economics Association (WAEA). This is the
highest recognition for individuals making an enduring
contribution over their careers to agricultural, resource,
and/or environmental economics in the western states and
provinces and the WAEA.
Doug Young and Phil Wandschneider were members
of the PM-10 program that received the college’s Team
Excellence Award for 2002-03. Their team worked with
growers to develop farming practices that reduced windblown dust.
Fabio Chaddad received the outstanding dissertation
award from the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
for his graduate research study entitled, Financial Constraints
in U.S. Agricultural Cooperatives --Theory and Panel Data
Econometric Evidence. In addition to receiving a cash award,
Fabio was invited to be the guest of the NCFC Foundation
at the National Institute on Cooperative Education in
Chicago and to present his research before a special session of
professional educators.
Fabio’s paper, “Integrating Supply Chain and Network
Analyses: The Study of Netchains” was chosen as the best
paper for 2001 in the international Journal of Chain and
Network Science. The honor included a plaque and a paid
one-week visit to Wageningen University and Research
Center in 2002.
Ron Mittelhammer was elected to the Executive Board
of the American Agricultural Economics Association for a
3-year term.
Ray Huffaker served as president of the WAEA, and Gary
Smith served as president of the Pacific Northwest Regional
Economics Conference.

Degree name change:

Agricultural Economics
BS degree is now the
Agricultural Economics
and Management
degree.

Jill McCluskey was elected to the executive committee
of the Food Safety and Nutrition Section of the American
Agricultural Economics Association. She also served as an
elected director of the WAEA.
An article by Kathleen Painter, Doug Scott, Phil
Wandschneider, and Ken Casavant, “Using Contingent
Valuation to Measure User and Nonuser Benefits: An
Application to Public Transit,” was selected for Honorable
Mention as an Outstanding Article Published in the Review of
Agricultural Economics in 2002.

Emeriti
Wallace Rehberg started his WSU career in 1962
as an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Agricultural
Economics. Wally earned the B.S. and M.S. degrees from
Montana State University and the Ph.D. in 1963 from
the University of Wisconsin. In 31 years of teaching it
is estimated he taught more than 3,500 students in 89
marketing, prices, farm management, and agricultural
law courses. One former student’s fond memory of Wally
was “Dr. Rehberg’s ‘polite and soft spoken’ way of challenging
students to be successful. “ Another remembered “Wally
Rehberg’s challenge to work smart as opposed to hard.” Wally
conducted research in the area of livestock management
and did consulting work in Honduras, Lesotho,
Kergastan and Brussels. He continues to get requests for
livestock marketing issues (prices). Wally remains very
active in the Episcopal Church where he has served
as deacon, and he and Margaret travel extensively to
visit their children and grandchildren. Currently he is
active in the evaluation of scholarship applications for a
couple of organizations. Although an avid fisherman, he
laments that he hasn’t been doing as much fishing as he
would like.

www.arec.wsu.edu

Nancy Boettcher (BS 1976) has been a leader in the
area of agricultural finance. She was the first woman loan
officer hired by the 12th Farm Credit District in 1976. Nancy
became a vice president of U. S. Bank in 1985 returned
to Farm Credit in 1988. She has served on numerous
committees and boards in the agribusiness, higher education,
governmental, and community sectors. All aspects of her
professional life exemplify Nancy’s understanding of current
issues and needs related to agribusiness. Her knowledge of
issues and needs as well as future trends has allowed her to
develop an impressive portfolio of agricultural loans. She
is an active member of the Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics’ Advisory Committee.
Verne House (PhD 1971) writes: “I came to WSU modestly
prepared. I would have failed, but I was hungry to learn and
the camaraderie amongst a great crop of graduate students
roped me into the group. The lively, young faculty made
WSU Agricultural Economics the perfect growth experience.
I am forever indebted to the WSU agricultural economists.
I had been a junior faculty member at Wyoming so coming
to graduate school let me out of committee work and club
sponsorship so I could concentrate on IDEAS. Lectures were
relevant hurray for “applied economics” but what made
graduate school delicious for me was the chance to talk
ideas with colleagues. Mostly, this took place in the graduate
rooms or the Friday afternoon seminars at Rico’s.” “I worked
for 30+ years educating people about public policy issues
and this year peers gave me the Hildreth Award. This shouts
“Has Been” I know, but I am more interested in what I am
doing now, and what I’m going to do. It is great to be back in
classroom teaching, getting well acquainted with interesting
students who are trying to shape a transition economy.
When we are in Montana, I garden, play in my shop, fish,
and enjoy family.” Verne is Professor Emeritus at Clemson
University and currently a Visiting Professor in Armenia in
the Agribusiness Teaching Center (contract with Texas A&M).
Jess and Carmi Lyon (both BS 1992). Jess continued his
education and received an MS in agricultural economics at
Purdue University and JD at George Mason University School
of Law. As an undergraduate in the department, Jess was
nationally recognized as a Harry S. Truman Scholar. Jess is an
attorney with Davis Wright Tremaine in Portland, Oregon
where his practice focuses on business transactions and
regulatory matters for clients in
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Undergraduate Students
Jeannie Ellsworth (Agribusiness) was selected as the
College’s Outstanding Junior in Agriculture for 2003.
Amanda McKinley and Lori McRae (Agricultural
Economics) were recipients of the 2003 President’s Award,
recognizing excellence in student leadership and service to
WSU and the community.
The Metaphysical Earth Society is a new club in the
department in which members discuss and debate
environmental, societal, and economic issues. Brock
Howell is the contact for the organization.
Officers of the Agribusiness/Agricultural Economics
Club for 2003 are: Craig Shindler, president; Desirae Jones,
vice president; Jeannie Elsworth, secretary;
Carrie Schultz, treasurer. The Club’s activities this year
included a Valentine’s Day bake sale fundraiser; manning
a booth at the WSU Involvement Fair; field trips to tour the
USDA, Inland Empire Distribution Systems, Washington
Wheat Commission, and Wilcox Farms.
Jeannie Ellsworth, Nicole Wright, Denise Rumsey,
Carrie Oliver, Keva Herron, and Karma Herron attended
the Economics Beyond the Textbook and Classroom forum in
Tacoma.
Desirae Jones was a guest of the Washington Wine
Industry Foundation at the WA Ag Bankers Conference in
Chelan.

New BS Degree Program and
Undergraduate Recruiting
Initiated
Two of the department’s strategic goals are to (a) enhance
the quality of the undergraduate experience and (b) serve a
more diverse cross-section of students. We are pursuing those
goals in multiple ways, one of which is a new BS degree in
Environmental and Resource Economics and Management. To
jumpstart that degree and to increase the number of majors
in the flagging Agribusiness and Agricultural Economics and
Management degrees, Maria Rodriquez joined the department
half-time last fall as the Undergraduate Student Recruitment
Coordinator. She was joined during the spring semester by
Kelli Myers Collins (BA, Agribusiness, 2002). The faculty
and 8 Student Ambassadors joined the recruiters in visiting
23 high schools and 25 community colleges and contacting
undeclared WSU students with information about our degree
programs and career opportunities. We are continuing the
recruiting initiative another year.

Graduate Students
Hiromi Ouchi received the 2003 Outstanding Masters
Thesis Award from both the American Agricultural Economics
Association and the Western Agricultural Economics
Association. Her thesis was “Japanese Consumer Preferences
for Biotechnology and Food Safety with Implications for
Trade” directed by Jill McCluskey.
Newly elected officers of the AREC Graduate Student
Association for 2003-04 are: Xiaomei Chen, president; Cory
Walters, vice-president; Tyre Holfeltz , treasurer, and Quan
Li, GPSA Senator.
Quan Li was selected as the Department ‘s Outstanding
PhD Student for 2003, and Jason Monson was selected as the
Outstanding MA Student for 2003
The Graduate School awarded 2003 travel grants to:
Tauhidur Rahman, Qinghua Liu, Quan Li, and Wen Du.
Bharat Upadhyay was awarded a travel grant from the
Western Agricultural Economics Association. Kynda Curtis
and Jing Xi were awarded travel grants from the AAEA
Foundation.
Where They Went: Sixteen students completed their
graduate degrees this past year. Two took university teaching
positions, two are continuing in the PhD program, and 12
went to private industry. Sixteen new graduate students are
expected to join the department this fall, for a total of 45
enrolled graduate students.

Strategic Plan Implemented
The department’s new strategic plan seeks to achieve
excellence in teaching, research, and extension programs
focused on the economic efficiency and sustainability
of agriculture, the food supply system, food markets,
and publicly and privately held natural resources. This
plan got off to a rapid start with the addition of five
new faculty members last year—Fabio Chaddad, Hayley
Chouinard, Thomas Heckelei, Eric Jessup, and Jon Yoder.
All five faculty have brought outstanding skills and talents.
Each engaged in the undergraduate teaching program in
their first year and most also participated in the graduate
teaching program. Their student teaching evaluations
set a high standard for the rest of the department.
Their research programs address priority needs of the
department.

Is helping to
assure high-quality Agricultural and
Resource Economics programs at WSU in your estate plan?

Distinguished Professor Endowment Approaches 20% of Goal

Did We Miss You?

If you did not receive the Alumni Directory last fall, please contact Sharon Baum (baum@wsu.edu)
for a copy. Also, if you were not included in the directory, please complete the form on our website
(www.arec.wsu.edu and click on People and then Alumni/Visitors), and fill
out the information. We will include you in the
next directory.

Research/Extension Bites
A School of Economic Sciences?

In May 2003, the faculties of the Department of
Agricultural & Resource Economics and the Department
of Economics overwhelmingly approved a proposal to
merge the two departments into a School of Economic
Sciences. The proposal now goes to the WSU Faculty Senate,
administration, and Regents for approval before the merger
actually takes place.
In the current economic and institutional environment,
most members of both departments believe we can
accomplish our strategic goals more effectively as a
combined unit than we can separately. The vision for the
proposed School is to create an outstanding academic
environment dedicated to research, teaching, service, and
extension at both the undergraduate and postgraduate level.
We will serve the community, state, national and world
communities, by publishing objective research on economic
behavior and policy issues relating to agriculture, natural
resource use and the environment, and society in general.
The School’s graduates will be well-founded in economic
principles, informed about a variety of perspectives, able
to think critically about agribusiness, natural resource and
environmental economics, general economic and policy
issues, and capable of contributing to leadership in industry,
government, and academic settings. We will benefit the
wider community through service, extension, and outreach
activities. We will constantly strive to create an environment
of mutual respect and support for colleagues and students.
We recognize that we will have many challenging
adjustments ahead. As we face those challenges, we are
collectively committed to strengthening and growing each of
our degree programs and to continuing to serve our clientele.
Subject to University approval, we will have a different
administrative structure than we have had in the past.
However, current and future faculty with appointments in
the Agricultural Research Center and Cooperative Extension
will continue to pursue research and extension on problems
of importance to the food sector. We are totally committed
to high-quality education that will prepare our students well
for management, entrepreneurship, and leadership in the
agricultural and agribusiness industries. We seek your support
as we continue to demonstrate that commitment. We also
seek your counsel on ways we can best achieve our goals
within this new structure.

Jill McCluskey conducts research in agribusiness,
marketing, and environmental economics using industrial
organization theory and non-market valuation empirical
methods. Her research has emphasized quality—food
product quality, environmental quality, and land quality.
She has published theoretical and empirical research on
goods whose quality attributes are unobservable, such as
foods with genetically modified (GM) ingredients, and has
conducted empirical work on food labeling. She was an
invited keynote speaker at the Emerging Roles for Food
Labels: Inform, Protect, Persuade Conference, organized
by the Food & Agricultural Marketing Policy Section of the
American Agricultural Economics Association in partnership
with USDA, Farm Foundation, and a regional research
project. Her research on environmental stigma and land
valuation, recently published in the Review of Economics
and Statistics, examined the effect of environmental
contamination on real estate markets over time, including
the post-cleanup period. One of her contributions showed
that a temporary change in the environmental quality of
real estate can have long-lasting effects on its character or
reputation, thus creating long-term stigma.
Ken Duft’s research on electricity generation from
wheat stubble was selected by the Farm Bureau as one of
their top three research essays. Research indicated that
adequate supplies of straw existed in eastern Washington,
which if transported to a central location, could be
converted to electrical energy at a cost of approximately
8 cents per kwh. While not competitive with current
residential rates for electrical service, when viewed at
the margin in times of hydroelectric shortages (due to
shortages in water runoff), this option could produce
electrical power equivalent to one Snake River dam.
Ken was honored at the Farm Bureau’s annual meeting
in Tampa, FL where he presented his work to 5,000
participants.Dave Holland’s research brings together
information from many different public and private
sources into an internally consistent picture of the major
production, distribution and consumption flows in the
Washington economy. Practically, this work has involved
construction of multisector models for Washington state
and sub-state regions of the Washington economy. Models
are economy-wide and detailed in sector coverage. Recent
work used an input-output model to compare the primary
and secondary economic impacts of conventional and
organic apple production in Washington. Another recent
project used a flexible price, general equilibrium model of
the Washington economy to estimate changes in income
and welfare associated with the tariff on imports of
Canadian lumber.

The endowment campaign for a Distinguished Professor in Agricultural and Resource Economics was inaugurated this
year thanks to a most generous gift from Norm and Cynthia Whittlesey and augmented by contributions from several
others. This endowment will provide vital resources to continue the history of excellence. It helps assure that high-quality
teaching, research, and extension programs will continue to address important agricultural and resource economics issues.
An additional $200,000 in donations is needed to endow the fund and qualify it for state matching. If you would like
to contribute to the distinguished professor endowment or to critical undergraduate scholarship or graduate fellowship
funds to enable well-prepared students to obtain a high-quality education, please use the enclosed envelope or go to the
department’s website (www.arec.wsu.edu) and click on “I want to give.”

Continuing a History of Excellence
Many thanks to all who have contributed to the department’s development fund and to the endowment campaign to
provide distinguished professorships, graduate fellowships, and undergraduate scholarships in Agricultural and Resource
Economics. Your generous donations assure continued excellence of vital programs. If we missed listing you, please accept our
apologies and let us know of our oversight.
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the agribusiness, food and beverage, and winery industries.
He is chair of the Friends of WSU Agricultural and Resource
Economics Advisory Committee. As an undergraduate in the
department, Carmi was president of the Agribusiness Club.
She received an MS in agricultural economics from Purdue
University. Carmi worked as an economist for the USDA’s
Foreign Agricultural Service until joining Oregon State
University at its Food Innovation Center in Portland. Carmi
provided invaluable design and technical advice for the
department’s alumni survey conducted last year. Carmi and
Jess have one son, Jonah.
Monte (BS 1980, MA 1984) and Carole Marti (BS 1980
(Bus Admin), MA 1982) work for Verizon Northwest in
Everett, Washington. Monte is a Wholesale Services Industry
Manager, and Carole is a Network Engineering and Planning
Manager. Carole and Monte have 2 sons, ages 10 and 14.
Their older son, Stephen, raised $4,000 to sponsor his trip
to Europe last summer to play in an international soccer
tournament in Holland. He plays premier-level soccer in
Everett. Monte coaches their 10-year old’s U-11 soccer team in
Lake Stevens. Monte continues to volunteer 20-40 hours per
month with the Snohomish Conservation District, working
with the Board of Supervisors, legislators, local farmers, and
various contacts in the community on issues important to
agriculture and natural resources in Washington. He is also
the Secretary/Treasurer for the Washington Association of
Conservation Districts (WACD), and is a member of the
WACD Plant Material Center board. Besides coaching soccer,
he also coaches basketball and baseball. Carole is active in
Cub Scouts, as well as soccer and church activities.
Scott Schwisow (BS 1986) is a third-generation Cougar
with an Eastern Washington farming background. Scott
interned with the Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) after
his junior year. The valuable experience he gained in
different types of software led him to a position at Accenture
(formerly Andersen Consulting) after graduation. Scott spent
several years in financial software consulting and project
management with Andersen Consulting and Epicor Software
Corporation. In 1996, he joined the corporate expense
management company, Concur Technologies, Inc., based in
Redmond, Washington, and now serves as its Vice President
of ASP Operations.

Join us for the
2nd Annual Alumni Weekend!

The Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics will be hosting
its 2nd Annual Alumni Weekend as the Washington State University Cougars battle the
University of New Mexico, September 20, 2003. Organized by the Friends of the Department
and the Social Committee, events will include golf, barbeque, and football game.
Check the departmental web site (www.arec.wsu.edu) and click on 2nd Annual Alumni
Weekend for additional details and housing options.
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Faculty Honors
Phil Wandschneider and Tom Wahl were promoted
to Professor, and Holly Wang was promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure.
Ken Casavant and Doug Young were chosen as two of
the three inaugural Distinguished Scholars of the Western
Agricultural Economics Association (WAEA). This is the
highest recognition for individuals making an enduring
contribution over their careers to agricultural, resource,
and/or environmental economics in the western states and
provinces and the WAEA.
Doug Young and Phil Wandschneider were members
of the PM-10 program that received the college’s Team
Excellence Award for 2002-03. Their team worked with
growers to develop farming practices that reduced windblown dust.
Fabio Chaddad received the outstanding dissertation
award from the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
for his graduate research study entitled, Financial Constraints
in U.S. Agricultural Cooperatives --Theory and Panel Data
Econometric Evidence. In addition to receiving a cash award,
Fabio was invited to be the guest of the NCFC Foundation
at the National Institute on Cooperative Education in
Chicago and to present his research before a special session of
professional educators.
Fabio’s paper, “Integrating Supply Chain and Network
Analyses: The Study of Netchains” was chosen as the best
paper for 2001 in the international Journal of Chain and
Network Science. The honor included a plaque and a paid
one-week visit to Wageningen University and Research
Center in 2002.
Ron Mittelhammer was elected to the Executive Board
of the American Agricultural Economics Association for a
3-year term.
Ray Huffaker served as president of the WAEA, and Gary
Smith served as president of the Pacific Northwest Regional
Economics Conference.

Degree name change:

Agricultural Economics
BS degree is now the
Agricultural Economics
and Management
degree.

Jill McCluskey was elected to the executive committee
of the Food Safety and Nutrition Section of the American
Agricultural Economics Association. She also served as an
elected director of the WAEA.
An article by Kathleen Painter, Doug Scott, Phil
Wandschneider, and Ken Casavant, “Using Contingent
Valuation to Measure User and Nonuser Benefits: An
Application to Public Transit,” was selected for Honorable
Mention as an Outstanding Article Published in the Review of
Agricultural Economics in 2002.

Emeriti
Wallace Rehberg started his WSU career in 1962
as an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Agricultural
Economics. Wally earned the B.S. and M.S. degrees from
Montana State University and the Ph.D. in 1963 from
the University of Wisconsin. In 31 years of teaching it
is estimated he taught more than 3,500 students in 89
marketing, prices, farm management, and agricultural
law courses. One former student’s fond memory of Wally
was “Dr. Rehberg’s ‘polite and soft spoken’ way of challenging
students to be successful. “ Another remembered “Wally
Rehberg’s challenge to work smart as opposed to hard.” Wally
conducted research in the area of livestock management
and did consulting work in Honduras, Lesotho,
Kergastan and Brussels. He continues to get requests for
livestock marketing issues (prices). Wally remains very
active in the Episcopal Church where he has served
as deacon, and he and Margaret travel extensively to
visit their children and grandchildren. Currently he is
active in the evaluation of scholarship applications for a
couple of organizations. Although an avid fisherman, he
laments that he hasn’t been doing as much fishing as he
would like.

www.arec.wsu.edu

Nancy Boettcher (BS 1976) has been a leader in the
area of agricultural finance. She was the first woman loan
officer hired by the 12th Farm Credit District in 1976. Nancy
became a vice president of U. S. Bank in 1985 returned
to Farm Credit in 1988. She has served on numerous
committees and boards in the agribusiness, higher education,
governmental, and community sectors. All aspects of her
professional life exemplify Nancy’s understanding of current
issues and needs related to agribusiness. Her knowledge of
issues and needs as well as future trends has allowed her to
develop an impressive portfolio of agricultural loans. She
is an active member of the Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics’ Advisory Committee.
Verne House (PhD 1971) writes: “I came to WSU modestly
prepared. I would have failed, but I was hungry to learn and
the camaraderie amongst a great crop of graduate students
roped me into the group. The lively, young faculty made
WSU Agricultural Economics the perfect growth experience.
I am forever indebted to the WSU agricultural economists.
I had been a junior faculty member at Wyoming so coming
to graduate school let me out of committee work and club
sponsorship so I could concentrate on IDEAS. Lectures were
relevant hurray for “applied economics” but what made
graduate school delicious for me was the chance to talk
ideas with colleagues. Mostly, this took place in the graduate
rooms or the Friday afternoon seminars at Rico’s.” “I worked
for 30+ years educating people about public policy issues
and this year peers gave me the Hildreth Award. This shouts
“Has Been” I know, but I am more interested in what I am
doing now, and what I’m going to do. It is great to be back in
classroom teaching, getting well acquainted with interesting
students who are trying to shape a transition economy.
When we are in Montana, I garden, play in my shop, fish,
and enjoy family.” Verne is Professor Emeritus at Clemson
University and currently a Visiting Professor in Armenia in
the Agribusiness Teaching Center (contract with Texas A&M).
Jess and Carmi Lyon (both BS 1992). Jess continued his
education and received an MS in agricultural economics at
Purdue University and JD at George Mason University School
of Law. As an undergraduate in the department, Jess was
nationally recognized as a Harry S. Truman Scholar. Jess is an
attorney with Davis Wright Tremaine in Portland, Oregon
where his practice focuses on business transactions and
regulatory matters for clients in
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Undergraduate Students
Jeannie Ellsworth (Agribusiness) was selected as the
College’s Outstanding Junior in Agriculture for 2003.
Amanda McKinley and Lori McRae (Agricultural
Economics) were recipients of the 2003 President’s Award,
recognizing excellence in student leadership and service to
WSU and the community.
The Metaphysical Earth Society is a new club in the
department in which members discuss and debate
environmental, societal, and economic issues. Brock
Howell is the contact for the organization.
Officers of the Agribusiness/Agricultural Economics
Club for 2003 are: Craig Shindler, president; Desirae Jones,
vice president; Jeannie Elsworth, secretary;
Carrie Schultz, treasurer. The Club’s activities this year
included a Valentine’s Day bake sale fundraiser; manning
a booth at the WSU Involvement Fair; field trips to tour the
USDA, Inland Empire Distribution Systems, Washington
Wheat Commission, and Wilcox Farms.
Jeannie Ellsworth, Nicole Wright, Denise Rumsey,
Carrie Oliver, Keva Herron, and Karma Herron attended
the Economics Beyond the Textbook and Classroom forum in
Tacoma.
Desirae Jones was a guest of the Washington Wine
Industry Foundation at the WA Ag Bankers Conference in
Chelan.

New BS Degree Program and
Undergraduate Recruiting
Initiated
Two of the department’s strategic goals are to (a) enhance
the quality of the undergraduate experience and (b) serve a
more diverse cross-section of students. We are pursuing those
goals in multiple ways, one of which is a new BS degree in
Environmental and Resource Economics and Management. To
jumpstart that degree and to increase the number of majors
in the flagging Agribusiness and Agricultural Economics and
Management degrees, Maria Rodriquez joined the department
half-time last fall as the Undergraduate Student Recruitment
Coordinator. She was joined during the spring semester by
Kelli Myers Collins (BA, Agribusiness, 2002). The faculty
and 8 Student Ambassadors joined the recruiters in visiting
23 high schools and 25 community colleges and contacting
undeclared WSU students with information about our degree
programs and career opportunities. We are continuing the
recruiting initiative another year.

Graduate Students
Hiromi Ouchi received the 2003 Outstanding Masters
Thesis Award from both the American Agricultural Economics
Association and the Western Agricultural Economics
Association. Her thesis was “Japanese Consumer Preferences
for Biotechnology and Food Safety with Implications for
Trade” directed by Jill McCluskey.
Newly elected officers of the AREC Graduate Student
Association for 2003-04 are: Xiaomei Chen, president; Cory
Walters, vice-president; Tyre Holfeltz , treasurer, and Quan
Li, GPSA Senator.
Quan Li was selected as the Department ‘s Outstanding
PhD Student for 2003, and Jason Monson was selected as the
Outstanding MA Student for 2003
The Graduate School awarded 2003 travel grants to:
Tauhidur Rahman, Qinghua Liu, Quan Li, and Wen Du.
Bharat Upadhyay was awarded a travel grant from the
Western Agricultural Economics Association. Kynda Curtis
and Jing Xi were awarded travel grants from the AAEA
Foundation.
Where They Went: Sixteen students completed their
graduate degrees this past year. Two took university teaching
positions, two are continuing in the PhD program, and 12
went to private industry. Sixteen new graduate students are
expected to join the department this fall, for a total of 45
enrolled graduate students.

Strategic Plan Implemented
The department’s new strategic plan seeks to achieve
excellence in teaching, research, and extension programs
focused on the economic efficiency and sustainability
of agriculture, the food supply system, food markets,
and publicly and privately held natural resources. This
plan got off to a rapid start with the addition of five
new faculty members last year—Fabio Chaddad, Hayley
Chouinard, Thomas Heckelei, Eric Jessup, and Jon Yoder.
All five faculty have brought outstanding skills and talents.
Each engaged in the undergraduate teaching program in
their first year and most also participated in the graduate
teaching program. Their student teaching evaluations
set a high standard for the rest of the department.
Their research programs address priority needs of the
department.

Is helping to
assure high-quality Agricultural and
Resource Economics programs at WSU in your estate plan?

Distinguished Professor Endowment Approaches 20% of Goal

Did We Miss You?

If you did not receive the Alumni Directory last fall, please contact Sharon Baum (baum@wsu.edu)
for a copy. Also, if you were not included in the directory, please complete the form on our website
(www.arec.wsu.edu and click on People and then Alumni/Visitors), and fill
out the information. We will include you in the
next directory.

Research/Extension Bites
A School of Economic Sciences?

In May 2003, the faculties of the Department of
Agricultural & Resource Economics and the Department
of Economics overwhelmingly approved a proposal to
merge the two departments into a School of Economic
Sciences. The proposal now goes to the WSU Faculty Senate,
administration, and Regents for approval before the merger
actually takes place.
In the current economic and institutional environment,
most members of both departments believe we can
accomplish our strategic goals more effectively as a
combined unit than we can separately. The vision for the
proposed School is to create an outstanding academic
environment dedicated to research, teaching, service, and
extension at both the undergraduate and postgraduate level.
We will serve the community, state, national and world
communities, by publishing objective research on economic
behavior and policy issues relating to agriculture, natural
resource use and the environment, and society in general.
The School’s graduates will be well-founded in economic
principles, informed about a variety of perspectives, able
to think critically about agribusiness, natural resource and
environmental economics, general economic and policy
issues, and capable of contributing to leadership in industry,
government, and academic settings. We will benefit the
wider community through service, extension, and outreach
activities. We will constantly strive to create an environment
of mutual respect and support for colleagues and students.
We recognize that we will have many challenging
adjustments ahead. As we face those challenges, we are
collectively committed to strengthening and growing each of
our degree programs and to continuing to serve our clientele.
Subject to University approval, we will have a different
administrative structure than we have had in the past.
However, current and future faculty with appointments in
the Agricultural Research Center and Cooperative Extension
will continue to pursue research and extension on problems
of importance to the food sector. We are totally committed
to high-quality education that will prepare our students well
for management, entrepreneurship, and leadership in the
agricultural and agribusiness industries. We seek your support
as we continue to demonstrate that commitment. We also
seek your counsel on ways we can best achieve our goals
within this new structure.

Jill McCluskey conducts research in agribusiness,
marketing, and environmental economics using industrial
organization theory and non-market valuation empirical
methods. Her research has emphasized quality—food
product quality, environmental quality, and land quality.
She has published theoretical and empirical research on
goods whose quality attributes are unobservable, such as
foods with genetically modified (GM) ingredients, and has
conducted empirical work on food labeling. She was an
invited keynote speaker at the Emerging Roles for Food
Labels: Inform, Protect, Persuade Conference, organized
by the Food & Agricultural Marketing Policy Section of the
American Agricultural Economics Association in partnership
with USDA, Farm Foundation, and a regional research
project. Her research on environmental stigma and land
valuation, recently published in the Review of Economics
and Statistics, examined the effect of environmental
contamination on real estate markets over time, including
the post-cleanup period. One of her contributions showed
that a temporary change in the environmental quality of
real estate can have long-lasting effects on its character or
reputation, thus creating long-term stigma.
Ken Duft’s research on electricity generation from
wheat stubble was selected by the Farm Bureau as one of
their top three research essays. Research indicated that
adequate supplies of straw existed in eastern Washington,
which if transported to a central location, could be
converted to electrical energy at a cost of approximately
8 cents per kwh. While not competitive with current
residential rates for electrical service, when viewed at
the margin in times of hydroelectric shortages (due to
shortages in water runoff), this option could produce
electrical power equivalent to one Snake River dam.
Ken was honored at the Farm Bureau’s annual meeting
in Tampa, FL where he presented his work to 5,000
participants.Dave Holland’s research brings together
information from many different public and private
sources into an internally consistent picture of the major
production, distribution and consumption flows in the
Washington economy. Practically, this work has involved
construction of multisector models for Washington state
and sub-state regions of the Washington economy. Models
are economy-wide and detailed in sector coverage. Recent
work used an input-output model to compare the primary
and secondary economic impacts of conventional and
organic apple production in Washington. Another recent
project used a flexible price, general equilibrium model of
the Washington economy to estimate changes in income
and welfare associated with the tariff on imports of
Canadian lumber.

The endowment campaign for a Distinguished Professor in Agricultural and Resource Economics was inaugurated this
year thanks to a most generous gift from Norm and Cynthia Whittlesey and augmented by contributions from several
others. This endowment will provide vital resources to continue the history of excellence. It helps assure that high-quality
teaching, research, and extension programs will continue to address important agricultural and resource economics issues.
An additional $200,000 in donations is needed to endow the fund and qualify it for state matching. If you would like
to contribute to the distinguished professor endowment or to critical undergraduate scholarship or graduate fellowship
funds to enable well-prepared students to obtain a high-quality education, please use the enclosed envelope or go to the
department’s website (www.arec.wsu.edu) and click on “I want to give.”

Continuing a History of Excellence
Many thanks to all who have contributed to the department’s development fund and to the endowment campaign to
provide distinguished professorships, graduate fellowships, and undergraduate scholarships in Agricultural and Resource
Economics. Your generous donations assure continued excellence of vital programs. If we missed listing you, please accept our
apologies and let us know of our oversight.
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contribution or pledge this year or you can go to our contribution
web page at www.arec.wsu.edu and click on “I Want to Give”

Undergraduate Students
Jeannie Ellsworth (Agribusiness) was selected as the
College’s Outstanding Junior in Agriculture for 2003.
Amanda McKinley and Lori McRae (Agricultural
Economics) were recipients of the 2003 President’s Award,
recognizing excellence in student leadership and service to
WSU and the community.
The Metaphysical Earth Society is a new club in the
department in which members discuss and debate
environmental, societal, and economic issues. Brock
Howell is the contact for the organization.
Officers of the Agribusiness/Agricultural Economics
Club for 2003 are: Craig Shindler, president; Desirae Jones,
vice president; Jeannie Elsworth, secretary;
Carrie Schultz, treasurer. The Club’s activities this year
included a Valentine’s Day bake sale fundraiser; manning
a booth at the WSU Involvement Fair; field trips to tour the
USDA, Inland Empire Distribution Systems, Washington
Wheat Commission, and Wilcox Farms.
Jeannie Ellsworth, Nicole Wright, Denise Rumsey,
Carrie Oliver, Keva Herron, and Karma Herron attended
the Economics Beyond the Textbook and Classroom forum in
Tacoma.
Desirae Jones was a guest of the Washington Wine
Industry Foundation at the WA Ag Bankers Conference in
Chelan.

New BS Degree Program and
Undergraduate Recruiting
Initiated
Two of the department’s strategic goals are to (a) enhance
the quality of the undergraduate experience and (b) serve a
more diverse cross-section of students. We are pursuing those
goals in multiple ways, one of which is a new BS degree in
Environmental and Resource Economics and Management. To
jumpstart that degree and to increase the number of majors
in the flagging Agribusiness and Agricultural Economics and
Management degrees, Maria Rodriquez joined the department
half-time last fall as the Undergraduate Student Recruitment
Coordinator. She was joined during the spring semester by
Kelli Myers Collins (BA, Agribusiness, 2002). The faculty
and 8 Student Ambassadors joined the recruiters in visiting
23 high schools and 25 community colleges and contacting
undeclared WSU students with information about our degree
programs and career opportunities. We are continuing the
recruiting initiative another year.

Graduate Students
Hiromi Ouchi received the 2003 Outstanding Masters
Thesis Award from both the American Agricultural Economics
Association and the Western Agricultural Economics
Association. Her thesis was “Japanese Consumer Preferences
for Biotechnology and Food Safety with Implications for
Trade” directed by Jill McCluskey.
Newly elected officers of the AREC Graduate Student
Association for 2003-04 are: Xiaomei Chen, president; Cory
Walters, vice-president; Tyre Holfeltz , treasurer, and Quan
Li, GPSA Senator.
Quan Li was selected as the Department ‘s Outstanding
PhD Student for 2003, and Jason Monson was selected as the
Outstanding MA Student for 2003
The Graduate School awarded 2003 travel grants to:
Tauhidur Rahman, Qinghua Liu, Quan Li, and Wen Du.
Bharat Upadhyay was awarded a travel grant from the
Western Agricultural Economics Association. Kynda Curtis
and Jing Xi were awarded travel grants from the AAEA
Foundation.
Where They Went: Sixteen students completed their
graduate degrees this past year. Two took university teaching
positions, two are continuing in the PhD program, and 12
went to private industry. Sixteen new graduate students are
expected to join the department this fall, for a total of 45
enrolled graduate students.

Strategic Plan Implemented
The department’s new strategic plan seeks to achieve
excellence in teaching, research, and extension programs
focused on the economic efficiency and sustainability
of agriculture, the food supply system, food markets,
and publicly and privately held natural resources. This
plan got off to a rapid start with the addition of five
new faculty members last year—Fabio Chaddad, Hayley
Chouinard, Thomas Heckelei, Eric Jessup, and Jon Yoder.
All five faculty have brought outstanding skills and talents.
Each engaged in the undergraduate teaching program in
their first year and most also participated in the graduate
teaching program. Their student teaching evaluations
set a high standard for the rest of the department.
Their research programs address priority needs of the
department.
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actually takes place.
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accomplish our strategic goals more effectively as a
combined unit than we can separately. The vision for the
proposed School is to create an outstanding academic
environment dedicated to research, teaching, service, and
extension at both the undergraduate and postgraduate level.
We will serve the community, state, national and world
communities, by publishing objective research on economic
behavior and policy issues relating to agriculture, natural
resource use and the environment, and society in general.
The School’s graduates will be well-founded in economic
principles, informed about a variety of perspectives, able
to think critically about agribusiness, natural resource and
environmental economics, general economic and policy
issues, and capable of contributing to leadership in industry,
government, and academic settings. We will benefit the
wider community through service, extension, and outreach
activities. We will constantly strive to create an environment
of mutual respect and support for colleagues and students.
We recognize that we will have many challenging
adjustments ahead. As we face those challenges, we are
collectively committed to strengthening and growing each of
our degree programs and to continuing to serve our clientele.
Subject to University approval, we will have a different
administrative structure than we have had in the past.
However, current and future faculty with appointments in
the Agricultural Research Center and Cooperative Extension
will continue to pursue research and extension on problems
of importance to the food sector. We are totally committed
to high-quality education that will prepare our students well
for management, entrepreneurship, and leadership in the
agricultural and agribusiness industries. We seek your support
as we continue to demonstrate that commitment. We also
seek your counsel on ways we can best achieve our goals
within this new structure.

Jill McCluskey conducts research in agribusiness,
marketing, and environmental economics using industrial
organization theory and non-market valuation empirical
methods. Her research has emphasized quality—food
product quality, environmental quality, and land quality.
She has published theoretical and empirical research on
goods whose quality attributes are unobservable, such as
foods with genetically modified (GM) ingredients, and has
conducted empirical work on food labeling. She was an
invited keynote speaker at the Emerging Roles for Food
Labels: Inform, Protect, Persuade Conference, organized
by the Food & Agricultural Marketing Policy Section of the
American Agricultural Economics Association in partnership
with USDA, Farm Foundation, and a regional research
project. Her research on environmental stigma and land
valuation, recently published in the Review of Economics
and Statistics, examined the effect of environmental
contamination on real estate markets over time, including
the post-cleanup period. One of her contributions showed
that a temporary change in the environmental quality of
real estate can have long-lasting effects on its character or
reputation, thus creating long-term stigma.
Ken Duft’s research on electricity generation from
wheat stubble was selected by the Farm Bureau as one of
their top three research essays. Research indicated that
adequate supplies of straw existed in eastern Washington,
which if transported to a central location, could be
converted to electrical energy at a cost of approximately
8 cents per kwh. While not competitive with current
residential rates for electrical service, when viewed at
the margin in times of hydroelectric shortages (due to
shortages in water runoff), this option could produce
electrical power equivalent to one Snake River dam.
Ken was honored at the Farm Bureau’s annual meeting
in Tampa, FL where he presented his work to 5,000
participants.Dave Holland’s research brings together
information from many different public and private
sources into an internally consistent picture of the major
production, distribution and consumption flows in the
Washington economy. Practically, this work has involved
construction of multisector models for Washington state
and sub-state regions of the Washington economy. Models
are economy-wide and detailed in sector coverage. Recent
work used an input-output model to compare the primary
and secondary economic impacts of conventional and
organic apple production in Washington. Another recent
project used a flexible price, general equilibrium model of
the Washington economy to estimate changes in income
and welfare associated with the tariff on imports of
Canadian lumber.

The endowment campaign for a Distinguished Professor in Agricultural and Resource Economics was inaugurated this
year thanks to a most generous gift from Norm and Cynthia Whittlesey and augmented by contributions from several
others. This endowment will provide vital resources to continue the history of excellence. It helps assure that high-quality
teaching, research, and extension programs will continue to address important agricultural and resource economics issues.
An additional $200,000 in donations is needed to endow the fund and qualify it for state matching. If you would like
to contribute to the distinguished professor endowment or to critical undergraduate scholarship or graduate fellowship
funds to enable well-prepared students to obtain a high-quality education, please use the enclosed envelope or go to the
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Alumni Spotlight
the agribusiness, food and beverage, and winery industries.
He is chair of the Friends of WSU Agricultural and Resource
Economics Advisory Committee. As an undergraduate in the
department, Carmi was president of the Agribusiness Club.
She received an MS in agricultural economics from Purdue
University. Carmi worked as an economist for the USDA’s
Foreign Agricultural Service until joining Oregon State
University at its Food Innovation Center in Portland. Carmi
provided invaluable design and technical advice for the
department’s alumni survey conducted last year. Carmi and
Jess have one son, Jonah.
Monte (BS 1980, MA 1984) and Carole Marti (BS 1980
(Bus Admin), MA 1982) work for Verizon Northwest in
Everett, Washington. Monte is a Wholesale Services Industry
Manager, and Carole is a Network Engineering and Planning
Manager. Carole and Monte have 2 sons, ages 10 and 14.
Their older son, Stephen, raised $4,000 to sponsor his trip
to Europe last summer to play in an international soccer
tournament in Holland. He plays premier-level soccer in
Everett. Monte coaches their 10-year old’s U-11 soccer team in
Lake Stevens. Monte continues to volunteer 20-40 hours per
month with the Snohomish Conservation District, working
with the Board of Supervisors, legislators, local farmers, and
various contacts in the community on issues important to
agriculture and natural resources in Washington. He is also
the Secretary/Treasurer for the Washington Association of
Conservation Districts (WACD), and is a member of the
WACD Plant Material Center board. Besides coaching soccer,
he also coaches basketball and baseball. Carole is active in
Cub Scouts, as well as soccer and church activities.
Scott Schwisow (BS 1986) is a third-generation Cougar
with an Eastern Washington farming background. Scott
interned with the Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) after
his junior year. The valuable experience he gained in
different types of software led him to a position at Accenture
(formerly Andersen Consulting) after graduation. Scott spent
several years in financial software consulting and project
management with Andersen Consulting and Epicor Software
Corporation. In 1996, he joined the corporate expense
management company, Concur Technologies, Inc., based in
Redmond, Washington, and now serves as its Vice President
of ASP Operations.

Join us for the
2nd Annual Alumni Weekend!

The Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics will be hosting
its 2nd Annual Alumni Weekend as the Washington State University Cougars battle the
University of New Mexico, September 20, 2003. Organized by the Friends of the Department
and the Social Committee, events will include golf, barbeque, and football game.
Check the departmental web site (www.arec.wsu.edu) and click on 2nd Annual Alumni
Weekend for additional details and housing options.
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Departmental
Highlights
Join us for the 2nd

Annual Alumni
Weekend September
20, 2003. See
www.arec.wsu.edu and
click on Announcements.

Faculty Honors
Phil Wandschneider and Tom Wahl were promoted
to Professor, and Holly Wang was promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure.
Ken Casavant and Doug Young were chosen as two of
the three inaugural Distinguished Scholars of the Western
Agricultural Economics Association (WAEA). This is the
highest recognition for individuals making an enduring
contribution over their careers to agricultural, resource,
and/or environmental economics in the western states and
provinces and the WAEA.
Doug Young and Phil Wandschneider were members
of the PM-10 program that received the college’s Team
Excellence Award for 2002-03. Their team worked with
growers to develop farming practices that reduced windblown dust.
Fabio Chaddad received the outstanding dissertation
award from the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
for his graduate research study entitled, Financial Constraints
in U.S. Agricultural Cooperatives --Theory and Panel Data
Econometric Evidence. In addition to receiving a cash award,
Fabio was invited to be the guest of the NCFC Foundation
at the National Institute on Cooperative Education in
Chicago and to present his research before a special session of
professional educators.
Fabio’s paper, “Integrating Supply Chain and Network
Analyses: The Study of Netchains” was chosen as the best
paper for 2001 in the international Journal of Chain and
Network Science. The honor included a plaque and a paid
one-week visit to Wageningen University and Research
Center in 2002.
Ron Mittelhammer was elected to the Executive Board
of the American Agricultural Economics Association for a
3-year term.
Ray Huffaker served as president of the WAEA, and Gary
Smith served as president of the Pacific Northwest Regional
Economics Conference.

Degree name change:

Agricultural Economics
BS degree is now the
Agricultural Economics
and Management
degree.

Jill McCluskey was elected to the executive committee
of the Food Safety and Nutrition Section of the American
Agricultural Economics Association. She also served as an
elected director of the WAEA.
An article by Kathleen Painter, Doug Scott, Phil
Wandschneider, and Ken Casavant, “Using Contingent
Valuation to Measure User and Nonuser Benefits: An
Application to Public Transit,” was selected for Honorable
Mention as an Outstanding Article Published in the Review of
Agricultural Economics in 2002.

Emeriti
Wallace Rehberg started his WSU career in 1962
as an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of Agricultural
Economics. Wally earned the B.S. and M.S. degrees from
Montana State University and the Ph.D. in 1963 from
the University of Wisconsin. In 31 years of teaching it
is estimated he taught more than 3,500 students in 89
marketing, prices, farm management, and agricultural
law courses. One former student’s fond memory of Wally
was “Dr. Rehberg’s ‘polite and soft spoken’ way of challenging
students to be successful. “ Another remembered “Wally
Rehberg’s challenge to work smart as opposed to hard.” Wally
conducted research in the area of livestock management
and did consulting work in Honduras, Lesotho,
Kergastan and Brussels. He continues to get requests for
livestock marketing issues (prices). Wally remains very
active in the Episcopal Church where he has served
as deacon, and he and Margaret travel extensively to
visit their children and grandchildren. Currently he is
active in the evaluation of scholarship applications for a
couple of organizations. Although an avid fisherman, he
laments that he hasn’t been doing as much fishing as he
would like.

www.arec.wsu.edu

Nancy Boettcher (BS 1976) has been a leader in the
area of agricultural finance. She was the first woman loan
officer hired by the 12th Farm Credit District in 1976. Nancy
became a vice president of U. S. Bank in 1985 returned
to Farm Credit in 1988. She has served on numerous
committees and boards in the agribusiness, higher education,
governmental, and community sectors. All aspects of her
professional life exemplify Nancy’s understanding of current
issues and needs related to agribusiness. Her knowledge of
issues and needs as well as future trends has allowed her to
develop an impressive portfolio of agricultural loans. She
is an active member of the Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics’ Advisory Committee.
Verne House (PhD 1971) writes: “I came to WSU modestly
prepared. I would have failed, but I was hungry to learn and
the camaraderie amongst a great crop of graduate students
roped me into the group. The lively, young faculty made
WSU Agricultural Economics the perfect growth experience.
I am forever indebted to the WSU agricultural economists.
I had been a junior faculty member at Wyoming so coming
to graduate school let me out of committee work and club
sponsorship so I could concentrate on IDEAS. Lectures were
relevant hurray for “applied economics” but what made
graduate school delicious for me was the chance to talk
ideas with colleagues. Mostly, this took place in the graduate
rooms or the Friday afternoon seminars at Rico’s.” “I worked
for 30+ years educating people about public policy issues
and this year peers gave me the Hildreth Award. This shouts
“Has Been” I know, but I am more interested in what I am
doing now, and what I’m going to do. It is great to be back in
classroom teaching, getting well acquainted with interesting
students who are trying to shape a transition economy.
When we are in Montana, I garden, play in my shop, fish,
and enjoy family.” Verne is Professor Emeritus at Clemson
University and currently a Visiting Professor in Armenia in
the Agribusiness Teaching Center (contract with Texas A&M).
Jess and Carmi Lyon (both BS 1992). Jess continued his
education and received an MS in agricultural economics at
Purdue University and JD at George Mason University School
of Law. As an undergraduate in the department, Jess was
nationally recognized as a Harry S. Truman Scholar. Jess is an
attorney with Davis Wright Tremaine in Portland, Oregon
where his practice focuses on business transactions and
regulatory matters for clients in
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